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Lear: Meantime we shall express our darker purpose.
Give me the map there. Know, that we have divided
In three our kingdom, and 'tis our fast intent
To shake all cares and business from our age,
Conferring them on younger strengths while we
Unburdened crawl toward death. Our son of Cornwall,

And you, our no less loving son Albany,
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We have this hour a constant will to publish

Our daughters’ several dowers, that future strife
May be prevented now. The princes, France and Burgandy,
Great rivals in our youngest daughter’s love,

Long in our court have made their amorous sojourn,
And here are to be answered. Tell me, my daughters
(Since now we will divest us both of rule,

Interest of territory, cares of state),

Which of you shall we say doth love us most,

That we our largest bounry may extend

Where nature doth with merit challenge? Gonerill,
Our eldest born, speak first. [I. 1. 31-49]
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Cordellia: [Aside] What shall Cordelia speak? Love, and be
silent. °[I.1. 56]
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Lear: -+ What can you say to draw

A third more opulent than you sisters? Speak. [I. 1. 80-81]
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Cordelia: Nothing, my lord.
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Lear: Nothing will come of nothing, speak again. [I. 1. 84]
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Cordelia: Unhappy that I am, I cannot heave
My heart into my mouth:, I love your majesty
According to my bond, no more nor less. [I. 1. 85-87]
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Cordelia; Good my lord,
You have begot me, bred me, loved me. |
Return those duties back as are right fit,
Obey you, love you, and most honour you.
Why have my sisters husbands, if they say
They love you all? Happpily, when I shall wed,
That lord whose hand must take my plight shall carry
Half my love with him, half my carre and duty.
Sure, I shall never marry like my sisters.
Lear: But goes thy heart with this?
Cordelia: Ay, my good lord.
Lear: So young, and so untender?
Cordelia: So young, my lord, and true.
Lear: Let it be so, thy truth then be thy dower.
For by the sacred radiance of the sun,
The mysteries of Hecate and the night,
By all the operation of the orbs

From whom we do exist and cease to be,

Here I disclaim all my paternal care,

Propinquity and property of blood,

And as a stranger to my heart and me

Hold thee from this forever. The barbarous Scythian,

Or he that makes his generation messes

To gorge his appetite, shall to my bosom

Be as well neighboured, pitied, and relieved,

As thou my sometime daughter. [I. 1.90-113]
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At the front of the congregation, Robert sits with Gertrude.
Gertrude: (whispering) Gertrude-----

Robert: Yes, my love?
Gertrude: Oh --- nothing.

Arthur and Mabel stand at the altar, with Lord Caversham.
Caversham: And if you don't make this young lady an ideal
husband, I'll cut you off with a shilling.

Mabel: An Ideal husband! Oh, I don't think I should like that.
It sounds like something in the next world.

Caversham: What do you want him to be than dear?



Mabel: He can be what he chooses. All [ want is to be
---to be---oh! A real wife to him.

Caversham: Upon my word, there is a good deal of common
sense in that, Lady Goring. You don't deserve her, sir.

Arthur: My dear father, if we men married the women we
deserved, we should have a very bad time of it.

Caversham: You are heartless, sir, quite heartless.

Arthur: Oh, I hope not, father.

Father and son try not to smile. Their eyes betray them. The
extremely newly-weds kiss.

Robert sees that Gertrude still looks preoccupied

Robert: What is it, my love?

Gertrude: Well, I was just wondering:-- Is there in your past
anything else you---no, no. No, I think I've had quite enough of
the truth for one Season.

They smile. They kiss.
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