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...as I believed that the collection suggested would be a contribution, however
slight, to that daily increasing literature of folk-lore and comparative mythology
which, like comparative philosophy, proves that the swarthy and half-naked
peasant on the banks of the Ganges is a cousin, albeit of the hundredth remove to
the fair-skinned and well-dressed Englishman on the banks of the Themes, I

readily caugt up the idea and cast about for materials.**
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Europe has doubtless lent a fancy to Asia. One or two books of Western stories
have been published in India. Greek fables are supposed to have exercised an
influence on the Indian mind. European officials, missionaries, and others may
“have rendered a legend or story current in their districts. ** '
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In Germany we have Godeck, Kohler, Sichecht, and a host of others who tell us
that these tales are Oriental, and that all fable originates in the East, others again
that they are transmitted to us by the same channel as the Aryan languages from
Ariya tradition I cannot see why one nation or one country alone should have the
intelligence of producing fables which as a rule are next to rel1g10n in their

teaching and intentions.*?’
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