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"And yet so much has changed. Danny is gone, our golden boy, our
first baby boy that we were so proud of, and our house is stuffed with
“someone else's children. You know they all are someone else's. ... And
Ian is a whole different person...and our lives have turned so
makeshift and second-class, so second-string, so second-fiddle, and
everything's been lost. . . and our life's in ruins!" (181)
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What the creature wanted to.know was, could earthlings form
emotional attachments? Or were they merely at the mercy of biology?
So they cut the house in half in the middle of the night, and they
switched it with another half house in some totally different location.
Tossed the two households together like so many game pieces. This
woman woke up with a man and some children she'd never laid eyes on
before. Naturally she was terribly puzzied and upset, and the others
were too, but as it happened the children had some kind of illness,
measles or something...and so of course she did everything she
could to make them comfortable. The creatures' conclusion, therefore,
was that earthlings didn't discriminate. Their family feelings, so called,
were a matter of blind circumstance. (172)
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"I had both my parents helping, and still it wasn't easy. A lot of it was
just plain boring. Just providing a warm body, just being there;anyone
could have done it. And then other parts were terrifying. Kids get into
so much! They start to matter so much. Some days I felt like a fireman
or lifeguard or something — all that tedium, broken up by little spurts
of high drama." (312)
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"You know," she [Agatha] told Daphne, "in many ways, living in a
family is like taking a long, long trip with people you're not very well
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acquainted with. At first they seem just fine, but after you've got
traveled a while at close quarters they start grating on your nerves.
Their most harmless habits make you want to scream — the way they
overuse certain phrases or yawn out loud — and you just have to get
away from them. You have to leave home." (284)
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"Daphne," Rita said, "you get to know folks when you rearrange their
belongings. Ian's belongings are so simple. They're so plain. He owns
six books on how to be a better person...." (297)
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"He [Ian] looks downright domestic, in fact," his father said, and he
gave a snort of laughter. Doug belonged to an era when the sight of a
man holding a baby was considered humorous...but now Ian
wondered why. He felt irked to see his father drift behind Bee toward
the stairs, although his knees were not arthritic and he might easily
have stayed to help. (95)
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"Unlike his father, he [Ian] can mop the kitchen floor and can change
a baby's diaper without vomiting, and he doesn't find his masculinity
threatened by rocking the infant Daphne to sleep. “
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Tyler suggests that it is the trait of lovingness in which she is
interested, not so much women's roles and their problems of definition.
For Ian Bedloe risked none of his masculinity...spending his years
waiting on his children, the children that were not in any way his. °
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R, Tyler i3V =y —ICBALT 7232 A MY IHESHENERES T
HNTE L, BEBAICEONDL Z LR {BBRPEERRY LEIZT L,
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Lately he'd started valuing such qualities. He had begun to see the
importance of manners and gracious gestures; he thought now that his
mother's staunch sprightliness had been braver than he had
appreciated in his youth. (Last summer, laid up for a week with a
wrenched back, he had suddenly wondered how Bee had endured
the chronic pain of her arthritis all those years. He suspected that had
taken a good deal more strength than the brief, flashy acts of valor you
see in the movies.) (323)
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