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An Algorithm for Searching Minimal Pairs
Ryoji MATSUNO Yutaka TSUTSUMI
(Prefectural University of Kumamoto) (Kyushu Teikyo Junior College)

We have been developing an English conversation education support system
“LETS” for people of ESL/EFL, which makes use of video closed captioning (CC).
“LETS” allows users to extract CC from any video movie so long as the movie has
CC, to produce a scenario database, and to play back immediately any scene of the
movie that are requested.

For students of ESL, EFL, it is a strong desire but sometimes difficult to acquire
clear and correct pronunciation of English words, phrases and sentences, Using
one feature of “LETS” mentioned above, they can search a variety of sentences that
include words with similar pronunciation such as minimal pairs, and can listen to
the contrasting of two similar words. As a result, it is anticipated to increase their
ability to distinguish the difference between those two words, and it is also anticipated
to decrease the peculiar accent coming from their own language.

In this paper, we will describe an overview of “LLETS”, the significance of searching
similar words, the details of our searching algorithm, and then discuss its

effectiveness for language education.
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